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Antebellum Feminists
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Antebellum Feminists was an American women's rights movement that was started in the nineteenth century to fight for equal rights for social, economical, and political rights with men (Mitchell, 1992). During this period family was very important in American's lives because it was like a moral influence on others. This led to women devoting most of their time in upbringing the children and taking care of their families while men went for work. Women used this as their advantage and started advocating for equal rights since they had the same responsibility as men to take care of the family when men were at the job (Mitchell, 1992). Women started advocating for their rights and as a result, they formed movements that helped them pass their grievances to the Americans such as antebellum feminists.
According to Ryan (1979), antebellum feminists were radical in that period by advocating equal rights with men. The traditional women were required to sit at their homes and look after their families as men went to work. They became radical by questioning their role in the families being the same as the men thus stating they wanted to be treated similarly to men. This meant that they are granted permission to work and vote which was the role of men and by women going to work the families remained at risk of improper guidance in the absence of the women.
During that period women and black men were not allowed to be in the leadership positions in America. With women's demand for equal rights with men, it meant that they were going to be given the leadership position as men (Ryan, 1979). This was a radical act of antebellum feminist of demanding equal rights of leadership as men.  They were going to compete with men in leadership positions and they were asking to be allowed to vote and be voted for. They were advocating for the girl's formal education since girls were only getting domestic education that helped them become better wives. Giving girls formal education meant that they will no longer be housewives but they can look for a job like their male counterparts which was radical. They come up with the girl's schools to educate girls and educate them about their rights so that they are not used as slaves with men which were a radical act during that period when only men's schools existed (Ryan, 1979).
Antebellum feminists were also traditional, in the nineteenth-century women in America especially from the middle class had a responsibility to take care of the families while men were out for work. Their work was to educate the children and install proper moral values to children so that the family could remain strong and firm (Mitchell, 1992).  Antebellum women used that as an advantage to be noticed publicly because of their hard work and ideology that made families great while men were at the work. From that point, they started advocating for equal responsibility as men because they had demonstrated they also have the capabilities to take care of the families. Some women were still traditional since they considering Antebellum feminists were going much further than required by demanding women to enter military services with equal rights as men because they were not as strong as men (Ryan, 1979). Through American traditional culture, women were seen weak thus not given equal jobs as men thus being given equal work services as men meant they will also go in the battlefields which they considered as not right. 
Conclusion
The antebellum feminist main role was to fight for equal rights as men, in political, social, and financial opportunities. They did this through the formation of movements that helped them demand their rights. Despite their traditional nature of sitting at home and taking care of the families, they had to become radical in some was such as educating girls like men educated boys and they also demanded rights such as child custody which was radical to the male-dominated society. This was done to achieve its main objective of equality between men and women. 
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